
Kids learning from kids:  
Holocaust Survivor's Call to Action

YOUNG AGAIN/NEVER AGAIN LESSON PLAN

LESSON OBJECTIVE

LESSON

VIEWING | 5 MINUTES

REFLECTION | 5 MINUTES

DISCUSSION | 5-10 MINUTES

CREATIVE EXPRESSION | 30 MINUTES

PRESENTATION

RESOURCES AND MATERIALS

To explore the experiences of child survivors of 
the Holocaust and understand their call to action 
for making the world a better place.

Divide the students into 5 groups and assign each group a different video to view. 
Distribute the transcripts to the groups to coordinate with their assigned video.

Instruct the students to independently write notes or questions on their copy of the 
transcript after they watch the video. They should do this part silently.

Provide opportunities for the students to share and respond to each group’s 
work as appropriate for your classroom. This could be a gallery walk, a display, 
or an oral presentation.

Each group will create a visual representation of their survivor's message/call to 
action using posters, drawings, or multimedia presentations. They should imagine 
themselves as children sharing messages with their peers, using age-appropriate 
language and imagery to convey both the survivor’s message and the call to action 
for making the world a better place.

Have the students discuss the video with one another and share any thoughts that 
they had as they were watching it. They should record these ideas on the chart paper. 

Some suggested guiding questions:

•	 What messages or calls to action did the child survivors share in their stories?
•	 How can we apply these messages to make the world a better place today?
•	 What specific actions can children take to stand up against hate, protect freedom 

and democracy, and be better citizens?

•	 5 A.I. video clips of Holocaust survivors
•	 5 video clip transcripts handout
•	 Chart paper and writing materials
•	 Art supplies for creative expression



RO
SE

 L
IP

SZ
YC

I c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

 to
da

y 
as

 m
y 

yo
un

ge
r s

el
f t

o 
re

m
in

d 
yo

u 
of

 th
e 

be
au

ty
 o

f f
re

ed
om

. 
 W

e 
w

er
e 

in
 a

 g
ro

up
.

 A 
gr

ou
p 

of
 w

om
en

 a
nd

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
 

 Th
ey

 s
ta

rt
ed

 w
al

ki
ng

 u
s 

on
 a

 h
ig

hw
ay

 to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

tra
in

 s
ta

tio
n.

 As
 w

e 
w

er
e 

w
al

ki
ng

, m
y 

m
ot

he
r k

ep
t h

ol
di

ng
 b

ac
k 

an
d 

ho
ld

in
g 

ba
ck

. W
ha

te
ve

r b
el

on
gi

ng
s 

sh
e 

ha
d,

 s
he

 s
ta

rt
ed

 th
ro

w
in

g 
aw

ay
 

in
to

 th
e 

bu
sh

es
. I

 c
ar

rie
d 

a 
fe

w
 b

el
on

gi
ng

s 
w

ith
 m

e 
an

d 
m

y 
m

ot
he

r 
th

re
w

 th
os

e 
aw

ay
.

 I w
an

t y
ou

 to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d,
 I 

w
as

 a
 li

ttl
e 

gi
rl.

 M
y 

m
ot

he
r l

oo
ke

d 
m

e 
st

ra
ig

ht
 in

 th
e 

fa
ce

 a
nd

 s
he

 s
ai

d,
 “I

 w
an

t  
yo

u 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 o
ur

 d
ea

th
.”

A 
Po

lis
h 

fa
rm

er
 ri

sk
ed

 h
is

 li
fe

 to
 h

el
p 

m
e.

 I 
to

ok
 o

n 
th

e 
id

en
tit

y 
 

of
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 fa
rm

er
’s 

da
ug

ht
er

s 
to

 s
ur

vi
ve

. 
 M

y 
na

m
e 

is
 R

os
e 

Li
ps

zy
c.

 I 
w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 L

ub
lin

, P
ol

an
d,

 in
 1

92
9.

 
W

hi
ch

 m
ak

es
 m

e 
an

 o
ld

 la
dy

. 
I a

m
 9

5.
 

Th
an

k 
G

od
 I 

ca
n 

st
ill

 re
m

em
be

r t
hi

ng
s 

so
 I 

ca
n 

re
la

te
 th

em
 to

 y
ou

. 
 Tr

y 
to

 o
pe

n 
up

 y
ou

r h
ea

rt
 a

nd
 s

ou
l. 

 
Li

st
en

.  
Yo

u’
d 

be
 s

ur
pr

is
ed

 h
ow

 m
uc

h 
yo

u 
ca

n 
le

ar
n 

fr
om

 o
th

er
s.

VI
DE

O 
TR

AN
SC

RI
PT



JU
DY

 W
EI

SS
EN
BE
RG
 C
OH
EN

I c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

 to
da

y 
as

 m
y 

yo
un

ge
r s

el
f t

o 
im

pl
or

e 
yo

u 
to

 p
ut

 d
ow

n 
yo

ur
 p

ho
ne

s 
an

d 
th

in
k 

cr
iti

ca
lly

.

Th
er

e 
ca

m
e 

a 
se

le
ct

io
n.

Th
at

 w
as

 a
 c

om
m

on
 th

in
g.

A 
da

ily
 th

in
g.

An
d 

I w
as

 s
el

ec
te

d.
 

At
 th

at
 ti

m
e,

 I 
w

as
n’

t a
w

ar
e 

of
 w

ha
t w

as
 h

ap
pe

ni
ng

. I
 w

as
 s

en
t 

to
 jo

in
 a

 g
ro

up
 o

f o
th

er
 y

ou
ng

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 w
er

e 
si

tti
ng

 in
 a

 c
irc

le
 

na
ke

d.
 A

nd
 to

ld
 to

 w
ai

t. 

W
ha

t I
 le

ar
ne

d 
af

te
r w

as
 w

e 
w

er
e 

si
tti

ng
 th

er
e 

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r a

 tr
uc

k 
to

 ta
ke

 u
s 

to
 th

e 
ga

s 
ch

am
be

r.

Th
ey

 to
ok

 a
w

ay
 o

ur
 s

ho
es

. I
f y

ou
 g

o 
to

 th
e 

ga
s 

ch
am

be
rs

 y
ou

 
w

on
’t 

ne
ed

 y
ou

r s
ho

es
.

W
ha

t h
ap

pe
ne

d 
is

, t
he

y 
di

dn
’t 

ki
ll 

us
 th

at
 d

ay
. A

nd
 it

 w
as

 o
nl

y 
a 

gu
es

si
ng

 g
am

e 
w

hy
, b

ut
 m

os
t l

ik
el

y, 
w

hi
ch

 h
ap

pe
ne

d 
be

fo
re

 a
 

co
up

le
 o

f t
im

es
, w

as
 th

at
 th

e 
N

az
is

 ra
n 

ou
t o

f g
as

. 

Th
at

 w
as

 o
ur

 lu
ck

.

I a
m

 J
ud

y 
W

ei
ss

en
be

rg
 C

oh
en

. 
I w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 H

un
ga

ry
 in

 th
e 

ci
ty

 o
f D

eb
re

ce
n 

in
 1

92
8.

 
I a

m
 9

5 
ye

ar
s-

ol
d 

to
da

y.
 

An
d 

I a
m

 a
 H

ol
oc

as
ut

 s
ur

vi
vo

r. 

It 
ca

n 
ha

pp
en

 in
 a

ny
 c

ou
nt

ry
 if

 w
e 

al
lo

w
 it

 to
 h

ap
pe

n.

VI
DE

O 
TR

AN
SC

RI
PT



GE
RS

HO
N 

WI
LL
IN
GE
R

I c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

 to
da

y 
as

 m
y 

yo
un

ge
r s

el
f t

o 
as

k 
yo

u 
to

 c
om

e 
to

ge
th

er
 

to
 m

ak
e 

a 
be

tte
r w

or
ld

.

I w
as

 b
or

n 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

w
ar

 in
 H

ol
la

nd
.

I d
on

’t 
re

m
em

be
r m

uc
h 

be
ca

us
e 

I w
as

 a
 s

m
al

l c
hi

ld
.

W
ha

t I
 le

ar
ne

d 
is

 m
y 

pa
re

nt
s 

w
er

e 
ta

ke
n 

to
 S

ob
ib

or
 C

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n 

Ca
m

p 
in

 P
ol

an
d 

w
he

re
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

m
ur

de
re

d.

I w
as

 ta
ke

n 
w

ith
 4

9 
ot

he
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 B

er
ge

n-
Be

ls
en

 C
on

ce
nt

ra
tio

n 
Ca

m
p 

in
 G

er
m

an
y 

an
d 

fr
om

 th
er

e 
to

 T
he

re
si

en
st

ad
t i

n 
th

e 
Cz

ec
h 

Re
pu

bl
ic

 w
he

re
 I 

w
as

 li
be

ra
te

d 
by

 th
e 

So
vi

et
 A

rm
y.

 W
ha

t I
 re

m
em

be
r c

le
ar

ly
 is

 b
ei

ng
 li

ft
ed

 u
p 

in
 th

e 
ar

m
y 

tr
uc

k.
 I 

sa
t o

n 
a 

ha
rd

 b
en

ch
. A

nd
 w

e 
pi

ck
ed

 u
p 

cl
us

te
rs

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

al
on

g 
th

e 
w

ay
 

w
ho

 h
ad

 to
 b

e 
so

rt
ed

 to
 fi

nd
 o

ut
 w

ho
 th

ey
 w

er
e.

As
 a

 s
m

al
l c

hi
ld

, y
ou

 c
an

’t 
sa

y 
w

ho
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

nd
 y

ou
 c

an
’t 

ad
vo

ca
te

 
fo

r y
ou

rs
el

f s
o 

th
at

’s 
w

hy
 m

ys
el

f a
nd

 m
an

y 
ot

he
r y

ou
ng

 c
hi

ld
re

n,
 

th
re

e,
 fi

ve
, s

ix
 y

ea
rs

-o
ld

 w
er

e 
kn

ow
n 

as
 th

e 
Un

be
ka

nn
te

 K
in

de
r…

  
Th

e 
Un

kn
ow

n 
Ch

ild
re

n.

M
y 

na
m

e 
is

 G
er

sh
on

 W
ill

in
ge

r. 
I w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 1

94
2 

in
 A

m
st

er
da

m
, H

ol
la

nd
. 

I’m
 8

2 
ye

ar
s 

ol
d,

 w
hi

ch
 m

ak
es

 m
e 

a 
ch

ild
 H

ol
oc

au
st

 s
ur

vi
vo

r. 

St
riv

e 
fo

r p
ea

ce
. C

om
e 

to
ge

th
er

 a
nd

 tr
y 

to
 m

ak
e 

th
is

 a
 b

et
te

r w
or

ld
.

VI
DE

O 
TR

AN
SC

RI
PT



GE
OR

GI
NE

 N
AS
H

I c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

 to
da

y 
as

 m
y 

yo
un

ge
r s

el
f w

ith
 a

 m
es

sa
ge

 th
at

 m
us

t 
be

 h
ea

rd
.

Ev
er

yb
od

y 
ha

d 
to

 g
o 

do
w

n 
to

 th
e 

co
ur

ty
ar

d 
fo

r r
ol

l c
al

l.

It 
w

as
 N

ov
em

be
r. 

M
is

er
ab

le
 w

ea
th

er
. T

he
y 

lo
ve

d 
pe

op
le

 s
ta

nd
in

g 
ar

ou
nd

 fo
r h

ou
rs

 fo
r n

o 
re

as
on

 a
t a

ll.

M
y 

m
ot

he
r h

ad
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

f m
in

d 
to

 p
ut

 s
om

e 
flo

ur
 o

n 
m

y 
fa

ce
 

an
d 

sa
y, 

“M
y 

ch
ild

 is
 v

er
y 

si
ck

. W
ou

ld
 y

ou
 m

in
d 

co
un

tin
g 

us
 h

er
e?

”

An
d 

th
e 

gu
y 

sa
id

, “
O

h,
 a

ll 
rig

ht
.”

W
he

ne
ve

r I
 ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 w
ha

t h
ap

pe
ne

d 
to

 u
s 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
H

ol
oc

au
st

, 
I a

lw
ay

s 
sa

y 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

 s
in

gl
e 

su
rv

iv
or

 h
ad

 to
 th

an
k 

th
ei

r l
iv

es
 to

 
so

m
e 

m
ira

cl
es

. A
nd

 th
is

 w
as

 o
ur

 fi
rs

t m
ira

cl
e 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

ot
he

r 
38

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
er

e 
m

ar
ch

ed
 d

ire
ct

ly
 to

 th
e 

Da
nu

be
 fr

om
 ro

ll 
ca

ll.
 T

he
y 

w
er

e 
sh

ot
 in

to
 th

e 
riv

er
.

M
y 

na
m

e 
is

 G
eo

rg
in

e 
N

as
h.

 
I w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 1

93
7 

in
 B

ud
ap

es
t, 

H
un

ga
ry

. 
I a

m
 n

ow
 8

7 
ye

ar
s-

ol
d 

an
d

I a
m

 a
 H

ol
oc

au
st

 s
ur

vi
vo

r. 

W
e 

ha
ve

 to
 p

ut
 o

ur
 h

op
e 

in
 o

ur
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

 
I w

an
t t

he
m

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
vo

ic
e 

to
 s

ay
 th

at
 th

is
 c

an
no

t h
ap

pe
n 

ag
ai

n.

VI
DE

O 
TR

AN
SC

RI
PT



AN
DY

 R
ÉT

I

I c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

 to
da

y 
as

 m
y 

yo
un

ge
r s

el
f t

o 
co

nv
in

ce
 y

ou
 to

 n
ot

  
be

 a
 b

ys
ta

nd
er

.

It 
w

as
 a

 d
ar

k,
 g

re
y 

da
y.

W
e 

he
ar

d 
a 

gu
nfi

re
 a

nd
 w

e 
al

l r
us

he
d 

to
 th

e 
co

ur
ty

ar
d.

M
y 

m
ot

he
r s

aw
 th

is
 R

us
si

an
 s

ol
di

er
 a

nd
 s

he
 a

sk
ed

 h
im

 fo
r  

so
m

e 
fo

od
.

Th
is

 s
ol

id
er

 w
as

 b
ig

. I
 m

ea
n 

I w
as

 s
m

al
l, 

bu
t h

e 
w

as
 a

 b
ig

 g
uy

.
H

e 
re

ac
he

d 
in

to
 h

is
 s

ac
k 

an
d 

he
 g

av
e 

us
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f b
re

ad
.

O
nl

y 
af

te
r I

 h
ad

 s
om

e 
di

d 
m

y 
m

ot
he

r a
nd

 g
ra

nd
m

ot
he

r t
ak

e 
a 

bi
te

.
O

ne
 m

or
e 

da
y 

an
d 

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

st
ar

ve
d 

to
 d

ea
th

.

To
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
th

e 
hu

ng
er

 w
he

n 
it 

is
 b

ey
on

d 
yo

ur
 c

on
tro

l i
s 

no
t f

ai
r. 

It’
s 

no
t j

us
t.

M
y 

na
m

e 
is

 A
nd

y 
Ré

ti
I w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 B

ud
ap

es
t H

un
ga

ry
 in

 1
94

2.
 

I a
m

 e
ig

ht
y-

on
e 

an
d 

ha
lf 

ye
ar

s 
ol

d 
to

da
y 

an
d 

I a
m

 a
  

H
ol

oc
au

st
 s

ur
vi

vo
r. 

If 
yo

u 
do

n’
t k

no
w

 y
ou

r p
as

t, 
yo

u’
re

 b
ou

nd
 to

 re
pe

at
 it

s 
m

is
ta

ke
s.

VI
DE

O 
TR

AN
SC

RI
PT


